Afghans and Turks.    [A.D. 1186-1526.
and Kipchak or Western Tartary to obedience, and from
Kipchak invaded Russia and took the Duke of Moscow
prisoner* From the invasion of India in 1398, of which
more detailed notice is necessary here, he \vas turned by
the news of revolts in Anatolia and Georgia, which had
lately embraced the religion, when smitten by the sword,
of the conqueror. At th? age of sixty-three he marched
from Samarcand to Georgia, and thence to Syria, where
he took Aleppo and Damascus from the Circassian
Mamluks, who had deposed the Turkish kings. He
then collected all his strength for the defeat of the
Ottoman Sultan Bajazet in 1402 at Angora, on the
borders of Anatolia. Smyrna alone of the towns of
Asia Minor offered any real resistance to Tamerlane,
who, however, finally took it, and put all the- Christians,
including the Knights of Rhodes, the valiant defenders
of the city, to the sword. Death arrested his" career of
conquest as he marched towards China in 1405. Within
a hundred years from his death Persia and Transoxiana
were overrun by nomad Turkmans, and his descendant
Babar, flying from the Uzbegs, founded the Mughal
Empire in India, while the Ottoman Empire, secured
against invasion from the east, consolidated its strength
in Asia Minor and in Europe under Amurath II.
To return to India- Tamerlane entered-that country
by way of Kabul, after sending his grandson before
him to ravage the territory around Multan, and marching
across the rivers of the Punjab, on reaching Delhi, put
to death 100,000 prisoners who had been taken captive
on the way, and on December 17, 1398, entered Delhi,
whence Mahmud Tughlak had fled, and was proclaimed
Emperor of India. It is related that he stationed in his
entrenchments a line of buffaloes facing the enemy,
whether in the hope that the Hindus would not run
the risk of slaying these animals or not, is uncertain.